Idyll Acres Ranch has a hospice worker named Bullet. This
old Shetland pony forms a special friendship with the oldest
horse on the ranch. For months, the two are inseparable until
the old horse finally dies. Then Bullet chooses a new best
friend, usually the next oldest horse in the pasture. He stays
with that horse until it dies.

Bullet came to the ranch a few years ago. He had belonged to
an elderly woman who also owned a horse and donkey. The
three animals were out in a pasture when a thunderstorm hit.
Lightning struck and killed the horse. Did Bullet’s unusual
obsession with death begin when he witnessed his pasture
mate die?

Just like Bullet, all of the horses at Idyll Acres have a story.
Some have arrived with their ribs and hip bones starkly visible
under filthy, matted coats; so weak, they could barely walk.
A few have arrived with fearful eyes, afraid of humans and
rightfully so. The luckiest of them were brought to the ranch
because their owners didn’t want them anymore. They hadn't
been abused or neglected, just unwanted and unloved. But
now, the 33 horses at this rescue ranch in Gray live in horse
heaven and are tended to by caring people who want nothing
more than to ensure their health and happiness.

Leading the Idyll Acres crew is 83-year-old Lewis Smith, a
retired minister. Smith thought he and his wife, Dianna, would
spend their retirement years traveling around the country in
their motor home. Their plans came to an abrupt halt when
Smith’s mother, Inez, became ill.

“My mother had a seizure and couldn’t live alone any longer,”
Smith said. “I had promised her that I would never put her in
a nursing home. We had to stay with her”

It was his mother’s idea to have horses on the farm, but the
fences were dilapidated and the barn was close to collapse.
Smith, an admitted workaholic, repaired the fences and
remodeled the barn while Dianna cared for Inez.

“I told my mother that if we're going to have a horse ranch, it
needed to look like a horse ranch and not something that was
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