t the Ocmulgee National Monument
in Macon, there is evidence of
human habitation dating back
12,000 years. Mankind has known
for a long time that the rivers, tim-
berlands, rich soil and rolling hills of the Midstate
would be a good place to live.

The rivers were an obvious attraction because
people needed a source of water for themselves,
their livestock and their crops, but the rivers were
also important for transportation. When early
travelers paddled up the Ocmulgee River, they
would reach a point where rapids would force
them to shore. These spots were natural places for
villages to be established. When Furopeans arrived
in Georgia, they followed the examples set by the

Creek Indians and built colonies in many
sites the American Indians had villages and t
posts.

Then trains replaced riverboats, canoe
rafts. Our central location was a logical cho
railroads, which brought a period of prospe
the turn of the century. After the railroac
Midstate was again favored with the int
highway system. Interstates 75 and 16 tris
region. Residents can reach the Golden Isles
coast or the cool mountain air of the Appala
in a couple of hours.

The cities of Macon and Warner Robi
large enough to offer the most desirable
amenities but small enough to avoid the |
that plague major metropolitan areas. The
cities such as Perry, Dublin, Fort Valley,
Forsyth, Hawkinsville, Cochran and Gray h:
best of both worlds with lovely historic
squares and the charms of small-town lil
they are also within minutes of the shc
restaurants, hospitals and entertainment of
and Warner Robins. Many of these tow
Byron, Gray and Forsyth in particular —
grwon into bedroom communities of Maco

Likewise, the citizens of Macon and \
Robins can get out of the city for a day of
at one of the areas fishing holes (such as the
M. Gillis Public Fishing Area in Laurens C
or hiking on protected lands (such as
County’s Piedmont National Wildlife Refuy
no accident that Bass Pro Shops built a 6C
square-foot retail and distribution center ir
Bibb County. There’s abundant opportun
hunting, fishing, boating and camping
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